
We are now in the third phase of the WA Government’s current COVID-19 
restrictions, at this stage we should be able to meet you face to face as soon 
as we can notify you of meetings. We also want to continue to keep those 
people who can’t attend meetings informed of how each of the claims, and 
the research in areas where we have been requested to lodge a claim, is 
progressing. Even as we start meetings again, we will continue providing 
you newsletter updates every two months, it would assist us, if you know of 
someone who has changed their address, or did not receive a copy of the last 
newsletter, please ask them to send us their new address so that they will be 
able to receive these newsletters.

Our new website will be accessible next week. On it you will find out how to 
contact NTSG, access services from us and, who to direct your queries to. You 
can find us at www.ntsg.org.au
Along with this newsletter is a flyer requesting landscape photographs of your 
country that we would like to use as artwork in our new offices. We will select 
four images, the people whose work we select will receive a gift voucher from 
their local supermarket for the copyright to use their images. The photographs 
will be printed on canvas and framed, the name of the photographer will be 
displayed below each print. This is only available to Aboriginal people who 
have a native title connection to the Goldfields region.

This newsletter highlights a number of our staff members, some of them 
you already know. They are: Sonya Hills; Leo Thomas; Richard Anthonisz; and 
Charlotte Thorne.

Stay safe and we will see you soon.

David Lanagan 
Chief Executive Officer
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Sonya Hills, (Meredith)  
Future Acts Officer
I am a traditional owner from the Goldfield’s 
region. I belong to the Wongatha and Koara 
tribes. I worked for the Goldfields Land & 
Sea Council as a Future Acts Officer for over 

21 years, until we were made redundant in June 2019. It was 
a very sad and stressful time for all of us. In that time only 2 
claims were determined, Esperance Nyungar and Mirning. Full 
Native Title Rights through the courts for Ngadju.

I am pleased that I am part of David Lanagan’s team at Native 
Title Services Goldfields at our Kalgoorlie Office.

Native Title has been a very hard struggle for both our 
claimants and staff. I have seen and lived through the 
heartbreaks, the pain and sorrow through our Elders and 
claimants stories that have been told and documented. Most 
of them have passed away now.

 All we can do is continue the good fight and work together as 
one to achieve our common goal, in securing Native Title for 
our people. 

Charlotte Thorne,   
Junior Lawyer
This is my first role as a lawyer since being 
admitted to practice in November 2019. 
Prior to starting with NTSG, I worked in the 
music and arts industries for many years as a 
producer and agent.

Leo Thomas,  
Aboriginal Liaison Officer
My name is Leo Thomas, I am a Wongi man 
who lives in Kalgoorlie and I am an elder of 
our community. I previously worked for the 
Goldfields Land and Sea Council in Kalgoorlie 

for 22 years and I enjoyed every bit of working there and 
working with all of my colleagues. I now work for Native Title 
Services Goldfields. I have been working nearly all of my life 
and am so happy that I’ve had that opportunity to achieve 
some success throughout my lifetime helping my Aboriginal 
people, because of my involvement within these organisations. 

Richard Anthonisz, 
Lawyer
I have been a native title lawyer since 2017 
and have worked previously in the  
Goldfields and Yamatji regions. My hobbies 
include going on hikes with my dog, drinking 
and learning about wine, travelling and 
playing sport.  
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