
“I hope this first edition of the 
NTSG Newsletter finds everyone 
well. COVID-19 has disrupted all of 
our lives and has had a significant 
impact on our ability to get out onto 
country and meet with people to 
resolve native title matters in the 
Goldfields region. While we are not 
able to get out on country, we will 
be continuing to achieve outcomes 
through desktop research, 
developing information packs and 
presentations, and responding to 
future act notices.

We will still be pursuing what has 
become our mantra – Right People, 
Right Country.

Currently, we are working on a 
new website that will allow you to 
access information easily, including 
about how to seek assistance from 

NTSG to pursue native title matters. 
In addition, we will be mailing out 
newsletters on a regular basis to 
keep you informed about what is 
happening in the region.

As we are a new organisation, and 
many of you do not know our staff, 
we will be loading staff profiles onto 
our new website each week, so that 
you can see who will be looking 
after your native title interests. 
To start that off, this newsletter 
highlights a number of people who 
will be your contacts as matters 
progress. They are: Rob Powrie, 
Brooke Creemers, Trinity Handley, 
Rob Bitmead, Marika Erceg and Jade 
Bromilow.”

David Lanagan 
Chief Executive Officer

NTS Goldfields Ltd (NTSG) was founded on 6 August 2019, 
and became the native title service provider for the Goldfields 
region on 29 November 2019, on the signing of a funding 
agreement with the National Indigenous Australians Agency. 
The NTSG Board has 5 Directors, 2 of whom are traditional 
owners from the region: Mr Terry Grose – Chair; Ms Sharon 
Reynolds; Mr Kado Muir; Ms Carolyn Tan; and the Hon.

Fred Chaney. The Board meets regularly and provides the 
governance and strategic direction for NTSG. NTSG’s focus is 
to secure native title recognition for people in the Goldfields 
region and in doing so, we will carry out thorough, non biased 
research, that will result in the lodgement of well though-out 
native title claims.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we have had to postpone 
upcoming trips and meetings in various areas. However, we 
are ensuring that we engage and continue communicating 
with people, despite the difficult circumstances. Although we 
have two offices, in Kalgoorlie and  East Perth, both are closed 
currently due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. However, all of our 
staff are still working from home until we are advised by the 
State government that we are able to travel to communities. 
Once we are able to, we will re-start face to face meeting to 
progress matters to resolution. Until then, we will continue 
with our work and keep things moving. 

For up to date information on COVID-19 see:  
www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-
2019-ncov-health-alert)
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“While we are not able to get out 
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to achieve outcomes through 

desktop research, developing 

information packs and 

presentations, and responding to 

future act notices.”



The NTGS legal team is dedicated to 
ensuring that we assist Goldfields 
Traditional Owners get a determination 
of native title over their lands. Our over-
arching objective is to ensure that the 
right people are properly recognised for 
their country. We have built a young, 
keen and excellent team of lawyers 
to work with you in this process. We 
aim to be open and transparent in our 
dealings with you and want to be as 
accessible as possible.

Sadly, the Goldfields region has a 
history of overlapping claims and poorly 
constructed claims and this needs to be 
sorted out as quickly as possible. The 
Federal Court has made it clear that 
they will not allow any delays.

The Principal Lawyer, Rob Powrie, has 
met as many people as possible to try 
to understand what the needs and 

aspirations of the Goldfields people 
are. Unfortunately with the onset of 
the covid-19 virus Rob and NTSG staff 
have been unable to meet with you or 
hold important claim group meetings. 
We are however, trying to do as much 
work as possible so that we are ready to 
proceed when the travel restrictions are 
lifted. This is proving difficult because 
we still do not have access to the vast 
library of materials held by the former 
representative body.

We have arranged a series of meetings 
with the State government to try to 
work out a strategy to speed up the 
native title determination process 
where all parties can achieve a good 
outcome. 

Rob Powrie 
NTSG Principal Lawyer

Rob Powrie,  
Principal Lawyer
I have been a lawyer for over 33 years and 
have been working in Indigenous and Native 
Title Law since 2002. I was General Council 
at ATSIC/ATSIS during the unfortunate period 

after the Federal Government abolished ATSIC. I was the 
Principal Legal Officer at Kimberley Land Council, for 4.5 years. 
I was the acting Registrar of the National Native Title Tribunal 
for 2 years. I worked as a consultant for a number of years 
which included being engaged as Acting Director of Research, 
Native Title, at AIATSIS and the acting PLO or equivalent at  
NLC and NTSCorp (NSW). My main objective as the PLO 
of NTSG is to ensure that the right people for country are 
properly recognised and their aspirations, both cultural and 
economic, can be realised. 

Brooke Creemers,  
Senior Lawyer
I have previously practiced as a native title 
lawyer in the Yamatji region of Western 
Australia. I enjoy camping and fishing when  
I get the opportunity.

Rob Bitmead,  
Claim Lawyer
I am a Claim Lawyer for NTSG. Previously, I 
have worked in Native Title with groups in 
the Pilbara and the Mid-West of Western 
Australia. I enjoy camping, playing music and 
watching the footy.

Trinity Handley,  
Senior Anthropologist
Working in Native Title has been a wonderful 
experience and I count myself lucky to 
have met some fantastic people and seen 
and learnt lots about country. Previously, 

I worked as a native title anthropologist and so I am familiar 
with some of the families from the Goldfields region. And like 
the rest of the team at NTSG, I look forward to working with 
you. Outside of work, I enjoy spending time with my family, 
going for trail runs and ocean swims, reading and writing.

Marika Erceg,  
Community Relations Officer
I used to work as Operational Administrator 
and I have also worked as a carer for  
people with various disabilities. I love  
all things ocean, nature and music 

orientated, leading a healthy lifestyle, animals, traveling and 
time with friends and family.

Jade Bromilow,  
Corporate Services/ 
Logistics Officer
I am based in the Kalgoorlie office and have 
had previous experience working for GLSC 
and the ranger program in administration 

for the past 6 years. I am enjoying the challenge of assisting 
with the setting up of a new organisation to deliver native title 
services in the Goldfields.  
In my spare time I enjoy baking and spending time with my son 
and daughter.
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